Name:
Period:

Rhetorical Appeals in Speeches
Read over the following text. Find and color code any rhetorical appeals you notice.
Excerpt from “A Latina Judge’s Voice” by Sonia Sotomayor on May 14, 2009:
Who am I? [ am a "Newyorkrican." For those of you on the West Coast who do not know what that term means: [ am a

born and bred New Yorker of Puerto Rican-born parents who came to the states during World War II.

Like many other immigrants to this great land, my parents came because of poverty and to attempt to find and secure a
better life for themselves and the family that they hoped to have. They largely succeeded. For that, my brother and I are
very grateful. The story of that success is what made me and what makes me the Latina that [ am. The Latina side of my

identity was forged and closely nurtured by my family through our shared experiences and traditions...

Being a Latina in America also does not mean speaking Spanish. [ happen to speak it fairly well. But my brother, only
three years younger, like too many of us educated here, barely speaks it. Most of us born and bred here, speak it very

poorly...

America has a deeply confused image of itself that is in perpetual tension. We are a nation that takes pride in our ethnic
diversity, recognizing its importance in shaping our society and in adding richness to its existence. Yet, we
simultaneously insist that we can and must function and live in a race and color-blind way that ignore these very
differences that in other contexts we laud. That tension between "the melting pot and the salad bowl" -- a recently
popular metaphor used to described New York's diversity - is being hotly debated today in national discussions about
affirmative action. Many of us struggle with this tension and attempt to maintain and promote our cultural and ethnic
identities in a society that is often ambivalent about how to deal with its differences. In this time of great debate we

must remember that it is not political struggles that create a Latino or Latina identity. I became a Latina by the way I
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love and the way I live my life. My family showed me by their example how wonderful and vibrant life is and how
wonderful and magical it is to have a Latina soul. They taught me to love being a Puertorriquefia and to love America
and value its lesson that great things could be achieved if one works hard for it...

There are still nearly 37 district courts with no women judges at all. For women of color the statistics are more
sobering. As of September 20, 1998, of the then 195 circuit court judges only two were African-American women and
two Hispanic women. Of the 641 district court judges only twelve were African-American women and eleven Hispanic
women. African-American women comprise only 1.56% of the federal judiciary and Hispanic-American women

comprise only 1% ...

[ also hope that by raising the question today of what difference having more Latinos and Latinas on the bench will
make will start your own evaluation. For people of color and women lawyers, what does and should being an ethnic
minority mean in your lawyering? For men lawyers, what ... attitudes do you need to work on to make you capable of
reaching those great moments of enlightenment which other men in different circumstances have been able to reach?
For all of us, how do change the fact that in every task force study of gender and race bias in the courts...a statistically

significant number of women and minority lawyers and judges... have experienced bias in the courtroom?

Look over the rhetorical devices that Sotomayor uses in her speech. What affect do they have in her overall
speech? Include specific examples to defend your claim.
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Name:

Period:

Rhetorical Appeals in Speeches

Read over the following text. Find and color code any rhetorical appeals you notice.
Excerpt from “Tear Down This Wall” by Ronald Reagan on June 12, 1987.

General Secretary Gorbachey, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!

[ understand the fear of war and the pain of division that afflict this continent-- and I pledge to you my
country's efforts to help overcome these burdens. To be sure, we in the West must resist Soviet
expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable strength. Yet we seek peace; so we must
strive to reduce arms on both sides.

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western alliance with a grave new threat, hundreds
of new and more deadly SS-20 nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. The
Western alliance responded by committing itself to a counter-deployment unless the Soviets agreed to
negotiate a better solution; namely, the elimination of such weapons on both sides. For many months,
the Soviets refused to bargain in earnestness. As the alliance, in turn, prepared to go forward with its
counter-deployment, there were difficult days--days of protests like those during my 1982 visit to this
city--and the Soviets later walked away from the table.

But through it all, the alliance held firm. And I invite those who protested then-- [ invite those who
protest today--to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came back to the table. And
because we remained strong, today we have within reach the possibility, not merely of limiting the
growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an entire class of nuclear weapons from the face
of the earth....
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In the Philippines, in South and Central America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the
Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of economic growth. In the industrialized
nations, a technological revolution is taking place--a revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in
computers and telecommunications...

And I invite Mr. Gorbachev: Let us work to bring the Eastern and Western parts of the city closer
together, so that all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that come with life in one of the
great cities of the world.

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, let us expand the vital air access to this city,
finding ways of making commercial air service to Berlin more convenient, more comfortable, and
more economical. We look to the day when West Berlin can become one of the chief aviation hubs in
all central Europe...

Look over the rhetorical devices that Reagan uses in his speech. What affect do they have in his overall
speech? Include specific examples to defend your claim.
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Name:

Period:

Rhetorical Appeals in Speeches

Read over the following text. Find and color code any rhetorical appeals you notice.
Excerpt from “A Tryst with Destiny” by Jawaharlal Nehru on August 14, 1947:

Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not
wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps,
India will awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out
from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance.

[t is fitting that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service of India and her people
and to the still larger cause of humanity. At the dawn of history India started on her unending quest, and
trackless centuries are filled with her striving and the grandeur of her success and her failures. Through good
and ill fortune alike she has never lost sight of that quest or forgotten the ideals which gave her strength. We
end today a period of ill fortune and India discovers herself again.

The achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity, to the greater triumphs and
achievements that await us. Are we brave enough and wise enough to grasp this opportunity and accept the
challenge of the future?

Freedom and power bring responsibility. The responsibility rests upon this assembly, a sovereign body
representing the sovereign people of India. Before the birth of freedom we have endured all the pains of labor
and our hearts are heavy with the memory of this sorrow. Some of those pains continue even now.
Nevertheless, the past is over and it is the future that beckons to us now.

That future is not one of ease or resting but of incessant striving so that we may fulfill the pledges we have so
often taken and the one we shall take today. The service of India means the service of the millions who suffer.
It means the ending of poverty and ignorance and disease and inequality of opportunity.

The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from every eye. That may be
beyond us, but as long as there are tears and suffering, so long our work will not be over.
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And so we have to labor and to work, and work hard, to give reality to our dreams. Those dreams are for India,
but they are also for the world, for all the nations and peoples are too closely knit together today for anyone of
them to imagine that it can live apart. Peace has been said to be indivisible; so is freedom, so is prosperity
now, and so also is disaster in this one world that can no longer be split into isolated fragments.

To the people of India, whose representatives we are, we make an appeal to join us with faith and confidence
in this great adventure. This is no time for petty and destructive criticism, no time for ill will or blaming
others. We have to build the noble mansion of free India where all her children may dwell.

The appointed day has come - the day appointed by destiny - and India stands forth again, after long slumber
and struggle, awake, vital, free and independent. The past clings on to us still in some measure and we have to
do much before we redeem the pledges we have so often taken. Yet the turning point is past, and history
begins anew for us, the history, which we shall live, and act and others will write about.

Look over the rhetorical devices that Nehru uses in his speech. What affect do they have in his overall
speech? Include specific examples to defend your claim.
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