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“These statues are not just stone and metal. They are not just innocent
remembrances of a benign history. These monuments purposefully celebrate a
fictional, sanitized Confederacy; ignoring the death, ignoring the enslavement,
and the terror that it actually stood for. After the Civil War, these statues were a
part of that terrorism as much as a burning cross on someone’s lawn; they were
erected purposefully to send a strong message to all who walked in their shadows
about who was still in charge in this city.”

— Mitch Landrieu, Mayor of New Orleans, LA

“I understand the impulse to remove Confederate monuments, which embody

some of the most repulsive aspects of the American past. But if we hide them away

in a museum, it becomes easier to evade their implications. Let the statues to

white supremacy stand, alongside monuments to the brave Americans who

challenged it. Anything less lets all of us off the hook.”

— Jonathan Zimmerman, professor of education and history at University of
Pennsylvania

(From The New York Times Letters to the Editor: What Should We Do with
Confederate Monuments?, May 14, 2017)
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